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TASTING ARTICLES

RHÔNE 2013

See also our daily-updated guide to coverage of 2013 Rhône and
my overview of the vintage.
As I explained some time ago on our Members’ forum, I decided
this year that since the southern Rhône grape crop was so shrunk
by coulure, I would taste only the regular, so-called Tradition
bottlings of Châteauneuf-du-Pape rather than the special elite
bottlings known as Cuvées Spéciales. I was delighted to be able to
sound out members overnight via the forum as to whether they
would prefer me to taste next day a wide range of 2005s blind or
look at the 2013 Cuvées Spéciales. The 2005s proved more
popular.
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bottlings (even though many traditionalists disapprove of them
on the basis that they inevitably rob the main bottling of some of
the most exciting fruit). In 2013 there were only between a fifth
and a quarter as many Cuvées Spéciales as Tradition bottlings,
and their total volume was about 25% down on a normal year.
As Vincent Avril of landmark producer Clos des Papes (no special
bottling here) reported, his yields in both 2013 and 2014 were
probably below 15 hl/ha, and he reckons he has lost the
equivalent of a whole vintage in just two years, and the equivalent
of three vintages in the last seven years (regrettably, this has
become an annual mantra).
He is patting himself on the back at least for favouring
Mourvèdre at the expense of Grenache recently so at least has
some insurance policy. He admits his 2013 is lighter in colour and
alcohol than most vintages – as is the case generally in 2013 – but
points out that this is not necessarily a bad thing, and I agree.
One characteristic that was very common in many of the juicier
red Châteauneufs was a strawberry fruit character that seemed
much more marked than usual – while the black cherry and
kirsch elements so prevalent in really ripe vintages were virtually
absent. While most of the tannins were ripe, some growers seem
to have been panicked into picking before the phenolics were
fully ripe. For most producers 2013 was the latest harvest since
1987.
The failure of the Grenache Blanc crop at flowering mirrors that
of the Grenache Noir, but that means that the white wines are
fresher than usual with more Bourboulenc, Clairette and Picpoul
adding freshness and bringing average alcohol levels below 14% in
many cases. I regret not having had time this year to taste as many
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a tiny proportion of total Châteauneuf production they
represent, I don’t feel as though I am letting you down too badly.
Below are tasting notes on about 140 red Châteauneufs, the best
of them wines I heartily commend to those who have found
recent vintages from this appellation just a bit too alcoholic.
Grouped by colour, the tasting notes below are in alphabetical
order by producer (sur)name, as usual ignoring terms such
as Dom, Ch, etc.
WHITE
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17

Notably complex nose. Satin texture and real depth.
Something to sink your teeth into.
Drink 2016-2022
£450 per case of 12 ib H2Vin

Clos des Papes 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape

18

Very aromatic with strong floral notes with some citrus.
He finds anise. ‘I personally drink old whites at the
table, eg 2009 or 2001. But I have clients who love
young wines, but they have to drink them in the first
two years, or wait.’ Very attractive herbal undergrowth.
Beautiful texture. Never any oak. Round but not fat.
13.6%
Drink 2020-2027

Grand Veneur, La Fontaine 2013 Châteauneuf-duPape

16.5+

100% Roussanne. Focused herbal perfume. Refined and
sleek. Peachy and confident. Works really well.
Drink 2014-2018
£278 per case of 12 ib H2Vin

Grand Veneur 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape

15.5

Nervy broad blend on the nose. Not that distinguished
but perfectly ok.
Drink 2014-2016

Dom de Marcoux 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
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70% Roussanne, 30% Bourboulenc.
Lightly scented. Rich round texture. But more about
texture than flavour at this point. Just a little hot on the
end.
Drink 2015-2018
£300 per case of 12 ib H2Vin

Mayard, La Crau de Ma Mère 2013 Châteauneufdu-Pape
30% Clairette, 30% Grenache Blanc, 28% Bourboulenc,
10% Roussanne, 2% Picpoul.

16

Scented, a little medicinal. Just a bit blurry. Solid with
good texture.
Drink 2014-2017
£183 per case of 12 ib H2Vin

Ch Mont-Redon 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape

16.5

Racy and exciting. One of the most refreshing of this
range of white Rhônes (tasted blind for Buckingham
Palace). Complete but not flashy.
Drink 2014-2018

Dom des Sénéchaux 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
35% Clairette, 28% Roussanne, 28% Grenache Blanc,
9% Bourboulenc.

16+

Lively, complex, quite intense nose with lots of acidity.
Not rich but well balanced. Bit of a fast fade.
Drink 2015-2018
£232 per case of 12 ib H2Vin

Tardieu Laurent, Vieilles Vignes 2013
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
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50% Grenache Blanc (60 years old), 50% Roussanne (30
years old) from three different sites: Les Serres, Le
Belvédère and La Crau. Aged in a mix of new and oneyear-old barrels.
Discreet nose and so dense it is quite difficult to discern
much actual flavour. Chunky and a bit astringent but
solid. Difficult to read and a bit clunky at the moment.
13.5%
Drink 2015-2019
£245 per case of 12 ib Corney & Barrow

Dom du Vieux Télégraphe 2013 Châteauneuf-duPape

16.5

Aromatic and herbal. Rich start and then rather racy.
Bitter herbs in a good way. Lots to like here though it is
still a little chewy. And certainly not underpriced.
Drink 2016-2020
£375 per case of 12 ib Justerini & Brooks

RED
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14

Very pale strawberry red. Smells industrial and tastes of
next to nothing – very watery strawberry juice? 13.26%
Drink 2014-2016

Dom L'Abbé Dîne 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
80% Grenache, 20% Mourvèdre. 100% destemming,
and the varieties are vinified separately. Fermentation
and maturation in concrete tanks. Bottled.

16.5

Mid ruby. Sweet strawberry fruit on the front palate.
Lots of soft juiciness almost hides the light tannins.
Quite racy and relatively light. 15%
Drink 2018-2026

Dom de l'Arnesque 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
55% Grenache, 25% Mourvèdre, 13% Syrah, 5% Cinsault,
1% Vaccarèse, 1% others. 100% destemmed, vinified in
concrete tank at a controlled temperature of 28 °C with
frequent pigeage and racking and returning. The blend
is matured for 12 months in demi-muids (none new).

16.5

Very dark purple. Some ink, meatiness and interest.
Not the most complete but at least there is energy here.
14.5%
Drink 2017-2024

Arnoux et Fils, Vieux Clocher 2013 Châteauneufdu-Pape
70% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre, 10%
Cinsault. Traditional vinification and maturation in
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oak foudres. Bottled.
Very dark purple. Strange almost sickly oak notes. Very
sweet. Not appetising. Violet-cachou essence.
Attention-grabbing though! 14.5%
Drink 2018-2025

Paul Autard 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
70% Grenache, 20% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre. 14 to 16
months in barrique.

16

Dark purple. Tired, rather overripe fruit. Satin texture.
Such a lot of effort has gone into the making of this
wine, it’s a shame the grapes didn’t have more
freshness. 14.5%
Drink 2017-2027

Juliette Avril 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
70% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 15% Mourvèdre. All
destemmed and fermented in concrete tank, with 12
months’ maturation in demi-muids. Bottled.

16.5

Light crimson. Very warm, attractive ripe nose. Juicy
and well balanced. Very clean and fresh – even if very
different from the Châteauneuf norm. Much lighter.
But a fun drink. 14%
Drink 2016-2025

Dom du Banneret 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
100% Grenache. No destemming, and fermentation
with indigenous yeasts with a 21-day maceration.
Matured for 24 months in old barriques. Unfiltered.

16

Mid crimson. Lots of toastiness and ripe fruit on the
nose. On the palate the fruit is a bit stewed. Plus some
astringency. A bit uncomfortable to taste. A bit hard.
14.5%
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Drink 2019-2025

La Barroche, Signature 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
55% Grenache, 25% Mourvèdre, 13% Syrah, 5% Cinsault,
1% Vaccarèse, 1% others. Vinified in underground
concrete vats. Destemming of underripe stalks. Gentle
extraction by pumping over, rack and return, punching
down the cap, and stirring the lees. 17 months of
maturation. The Grenache is aged in old oak casks,
Mourvèdre and Syrah are aged on their lees in secondto fourth-use burgundy barrels. The Cinsault is aged in
stainless-steel tanks. Bottled.

17

Dark crimson. Very concentrated. Juicy and fruity with
structure. Racy and lively. A hint of meat extract and
the tannins on the end are a tad dry. Sweet and fresh.
15%
Drink 2018-2026

Barville 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
100% destemmed, and traditional vinification. Half the
blend spends six months in concrete vats and six
months in 40-hl old foudres, and the other half spends
12 months in Burgundian oak barrels. Bottled.

16

Purplish crimson. Watery rim. Light nose. Almost
Beaujolais-like in its refreshment factor! Then light
tannins. Just a bit too astringent on the finish. 14.5%
Drink 2018-2026

La Bastide St-Dominique 2013 Châteauneuf-duPape
80% Grenache, 10% Mourvedre, 10%
Syrah/Cinsault/Counoise. 100% destemmed. A long 25day maceration with pigeage in stainless-steel tanks at a
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maximum temperature of 28° C. Matured for 18
months in vat prior to blending and bottling.
Very dark purple. Unusual-looking. Exceptionally ripe
on the nose. I cannot find much of Châteauneuf in this
black-cherry compote but it’s certainly attentiongrabbing and one can only wonder at how they
managed to coax these flavours out of the late-ripening
2013s. Very slightly sickly but certainly impressive. Falls
away rather than refreshes. 15%
Drink 2018-2026

Ch de Beaucastel 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
Mourvèdre, Grenache, Syrah, Counoise plus a ‘medley’
of other permitted varieties.

17.5+

Extremely sweet on the front palate and unusually
claret-like in its build (more obvious tannins than
most?). A heady cocktail. Lots of tannins and acidity –
pretty bruising on the finish.
Drink 2020-2035
£420 per case of 12 ib H2Vin

Ch Beauchêne, Grande Réserve 2013 Châteauneufdu-Pape
80% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 5% Mourvèdre. 30% of the
blend is aged for 18 months in barriques, while the
remaining 70% is aged in stainless steel.

16.5

Mid to deep ruby. Some lift and real juice on the palate.
Much sweeter than some on the mid palate and then
with some ripe tannins. 14%
Drink 2019-2030

Dom de Beaurenard 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
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90% Grenache, 10% Syrah. All destemmed, and the
wine undergoes a long maceration and fermentation
with indigenous yeasts. Maturation is for 15 months in
barriques, oak foudres and large wooden vats.
Healthy crimson. Heady and interesting. Then a spine
of tannins and slight greenness. Hard work at the
moment but perhaps it will soften. Wait? 14.5%
Drink 2018-2024

Benedetti 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
75% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre. All
destemmed and vinified in concrete tanks with
temperatures of 26-28 °C. Matured for 12 months in
concrete vats, followed by a further 12 months with 30%
in new 500-litre barrels and 20% in second- or third-use
barriques.

17

Dark, intense purplish crimson. Very rich, unusually
ripe nose. Unusually full and round. With sufficient
freshness on the end. Only just the right side of overripe
but in the context of many austere wines, this stands
out. Satisfying persistence. 14.89%
Drink 2019-2029

Berthet-Rayne 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
70% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre, 10% others.
All destemmed and vinified in concrete tanks. Matured
for 13 months in stainless-steel tank.

15

Mid crimson. Sweet and loose. Very sour. 14%
Drink 2016-2020

Le Bois Pointu 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
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Pale crimson. Light and fresh even if without much
grunt. Racy but a bit lean overall. Sample a little tired
from its journey to London?
Drink 2018-2025
£415 per case of 12 ib Justerini & Brooks

Bois de Boursan 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape

16.5

Mid crimson. Some real meatiness and glossy tannins.
Lots of ripeness and excitement. GV
Drink 2018-2024
£180 per case of 12 ib Justerini & Brooks

Dom du Bois de St-Jean 2013 Châteauneuf-duPape
85% Grenache, 12% Syrah, 3% Mourvèdre. All the
grapes are destemmed and vinified in stainless steel.
Bottled.

17

Dark healthy crimson. Briary, slightly soapy notes. Not
that intense but nicely balanced and comfortable. Very
juicy with a treacle note. Fine tannins. 14.5%
Drink 2018-2027

Bosquet des Papes 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
65% Grenache, 15% Mourvèdre, 15% Syrah, 5%
Muscardin. 40% of the grapes are destemmed. 28-day
maceration with pigeage, racking and returning and
pumping over, and fermentation at a maximum
temperature 26 °C. The blend is matured for 12-18
months, 20% in concrete vats, 60% in large foudres and
20% in demi-muids.

15.5

Dark purplish crimson. Very loose nose and a certain
intensity but not one that is really sustained. A hint of
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Band-Aid/brett and lots of chew on the end. Not a
happy whole. 14.6%
Drink 2017-2024

Bosquet des Papes, Chante le Merle Vieilles Vignes
2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
80% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 5% Mourvèdre.

15.5

Healthy crimson. A little muted on the nose and a bit
overripe on the palate. I could do with a little more
freshness. Harsh finish.
Drink 2017-2024
£312 per case of 12 ib H2Vin

Maison Bouachon, La Tiare du Pape 2013
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
85% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 5% Mourvèdre. 80%
destemmed. 21-day maceration with the temperature
controlled to 26 °C. 35% of the blend is aged in 500-litre
barrels, and 65% in 228-litre barrels.

17

Healthy purple. Heady rich nose with a side serving of
leather. Very complete and interesting. Splits the
difference between a conventional Châteauneuf and the
character of this vintage. Gouleyant and energetic. 14%
Drink 2018-2028

La Boutinière 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
70% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre, 10%
Cinsault. Partial destemming and a 21-day maceration.
Aged for 12 months in barriques.

16.5+

Mid to dark ruby. Interest, leather and supple sweetness
on the palate. Very polished and fun. Vital. Though the
tannins are a bit dry on the end. 14.7%
Drink 2019-2026
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17

Mid crimson. Relatively opulent nose for a 2013. Great
balance even if in a cool, minor register. It’s almost
menthol fresh! Rather beautifully done. Even if it is not
massive in any way at all. 14.5%
Drink 2018-2028

Brotte, La Fiole du Pape 2013 Châteauneuf-duPape
55% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 15% Mourvèdre, 15%
Cinsault. All destemmed and vinified separately. 20-day
maceration with both alcoholic and malolactic
fermentation in concrete vats. The base wines go into
old foudres of 40-50 hl for between one to five years
prior to assemblage together with reserve wines from
previous vintages, aiming for a consistent style.

16.5

Reddish ruby. Heady, spicy, animal nose. Very sweet
start and then it tightens up on the palate. Appetising,
although the tannins are pretty austere at the moment.
Will they always be a bit green?
Drink 2019-2027

Dom de la Brunely 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
54% Grenache, 32% Syrah, 14% of six other red varieties.

17.5

Blackish, purple. Intense! Black Forest gâteau on the
nose! Racy and silky. Very smooth and sculpted in
almost claret style but successful. Most people would
love this – so long as they did not have a platonic ideal
of Châteauneuf in mind.
Drink 2018-2028
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15.5

Mid crimson. Heady and a bit too ripe and simple for
me. Then unappetisingly overblown on the palate.
Awkward but sends a strong statement. Unappetising.
Falls away on the palate. 14.5%
Drink 2017-2024

Dom des Chanssaud 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
85% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 5% Mourvèdre.

17

Slightly simple purple-fruit aromas. Round and juicy.
Correct and friendly. With a good undertow of wellmanaged tannins. 14.5%
Drink 2019-2030

Chante Cigale 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
75% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre, 5%
Cinsault. All destemmed and vinified in stainless steel.
80% matured in concrete vat, 15% in pièces (228 litre
barrels) and 5% in demi-muids.

16.5

Bright crimson. Firm and substantial with more
obvious tannin than most but sufficient (just) fruit too.
Not that sweet. Racy, food wine. Cool overall. 15%
Drink 2020-2030

M Chapoutier, La Bernardine 2013 Châteauneufdu-Pape
85% Grenache, 15% Mourvèdre. Traditional vinification
in concrete vats with a 21-day maceration. Aged in
concrete for 12-15 months.
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Dark crimson. Meaty, savoury nose. A little mild and
low key on the palate. Sweet and round. But light on
tannins. Almost lovely but fades away a bit suddenly.
Drink 2018-2024

Dom de la Charbonnière, Cuvée Domaine 2013
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
Grenache, Syrah, Mourvèdre. Destemmed and vinified
in a mixture of large wooden vats and stainless steel.
Aged in wooden vats and demi-muids.

17

Mid crimson. Very light nose. Sweet start. Very
Grenache – one of the few that is! Round and rosy.
Very charming. This tastes more typical Châteauneuf
than most. No excess of alcohol. 15%
Drink 2019-2030

Charvin 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
85% Grenache, 5% Syrah, 5% Mourvèdre, 5% Vaccarèse.
Aged in concrete tanks for 21 months.

16

Mid ruby. Light nose. Very juicy, sweet, Grenache fruit.
Not that intense. Medium-bodied friendly wine
without great ambition but it should provide pleasant
medium-term drinking. 14%
Drink 2018-2028

Clos St-Jean 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
75% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 3% Mourvèdre, 3% Cinsault,
4% Vaccarèse. 25% of the blend spends 12 months in
barrique, while the remainder is aged in concrete tanks.

16.5

Crimson. Not much nose. Sweet, lightly fizzy start.
Rather soft and gentle. Very rich and sweet but without
much structure or persistence. Unusually simple for
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this producer (who is currently busy building more
stockage)! 14.5%
Drink 2018-2024

Clos St-Michel 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
100% destemmed and vinified in stainless steel tank.
60% of the blend is aged in concrete vat, and 40% in
oak foudres. In bottle.

17

Bright crimson. Very rich and rose scented. Firm and
fresh. A little muscular – not just sweetness. Sinewy and
interesting. Good fresh fruit. 14%
Drink 2018-2028

Clos des Brusquières 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
60% Grenache (minimum), 40% Syrah/Mourvèdre.
60% destemmed, and vinified in concrete tank. Aged
half in concrete and half in demi-muids. Bottled.

17.5

Mid crimson. Some interesting savoury note. Syrah
pepper and then very lively fruit and rosy Grenache
sweetness. Lots of fun! This wine really grabs the taster.
Very sweet start. Relatively light rather than heavy.
Lovely richness. 15%
Drink 2019-2028

Clos des Papes 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
For the first time since 2001, Vincent Avril assembled
the wine before putting it into his precious foudres
because the crop was so small. The resulting blend is
55% Grenache (as opposed to the more usual 65%), 30%
Mourvèdre, 15% Syrah (more than usual). After an
extremely tricky year in the vineyard, the vinification
was easy. Strict selection was needed because the vines
were not in perfect shape.
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I tasted wines from a range of foudres and found them
truly beautiful. It was the energy that was so remarkable
after notably meaty, savoury aromas. Muscular,
absolutely not heavy on the Grenache, these wines were
very different from usual. Very ripe and cool but not
skinny. Lovely polish but not over ‘made’. Admirably
supple and refined. Even elegant. He says
‘burgundian’ (his highest form of praise). The final
alcohol level is only an estimation. 14.5%
Drink 2022-2034

Clos du Caillou, Les Quartz 2013 Châteauneuf-duPape
85% Grenache, 15% Syrah.

16.5

Mid crimson. Much lighter and fresher than usual. I’d
go for the Côtes-du-Rhône Réserve for value! Juicy and
easy but without real structure for the long term.
Drink 2018-2027
£412 per case of 12 ib H2Vin

Clos du Caillou 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
100% Grenache (70 years old). Vinified in concrete vats
and aged for 15 months in a mixture of foudres and
demi-muids.

16.5

Bright crimson with purple hints. A little light and
austere. Muscular.
Drink 2018-2024

Clos du Caillou, Réserve 2013 Châteauneuf-duPape
75% Grenache, 25% Mourvèdre.

18

Very old vines towards Rayas. Sweet and opulent on
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the nose. Spice, intensity and undertow. Pretty wild but
exciting. Unusually approachable. Really excellent.
Drink 2016-2028
£695 per case of 12 ib H2Vin

La Consonnière 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
40% Grenache, 30% Mourvèdre, 30% Syrah. All
destemmed. Aged for 16 months, 30% in demi-muids
and 70% in concrete.

17

Pale to mid ruby. Lacks a bit of intensity but it’s
pleasant enough, ripe, round Châteauneuf. Grenache is
obvious for once! Very nice, fresh drink. A proper
expression of 2013 Châteauneuf. Quite persistent. 15%
Drink 2018-2030

Dom de Cristia 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
60% Grenache, 10% Mourvèdre, 10% Syrah, 20%
others. 20% whole-bunch fermented and 80%
destemmed, vinified in concrete tank. Aged for 18
months, 80% in oak (2-year-old demi-muids and
barriques of three to five years old) and the remaining
20% in concrete tank.

14.5

Quite deep crimson. Tired, overripe notes on the nose
– discordant. Uncomfortable and mousy to taste. 14%
Drink 2018-2022

La Célestière 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
All destemmed and fermented in stainless steel. Aged
for a minimum of 12 months, 50% in foudres and 50%
in concrete vats.

17.5

Dark crimson. Verging on overripe on the nose.
Headily impressive, though avoid this wine if black
cherry flavours are not your theeung. A hint of
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something medicinal but well balanced and with fine
tannins on the end. Black-tea flavours too. 15%
Drink 2018-2028

Dom de la Côte de l'Ange 2013 Châteauneuf-duPape
43% Grenache, 30% Syrah, 22% Mourvèdre, 5%
Cinsault. All destemmed. 50% of the blend is matured
in oak foudres and wooden vats. Bottled.

16

Mid to deep crimson. Very juicy and ripe – black cherry
aromas for once. But not much follow-through. A tad
simple. 15.8%
Drink 2016-2024

Union des Vignerons des Côtes du Rhône, Les
Trois Couronnes 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
80% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 2.5% Mourvèdre, 2.5%
Cinsault. Bottled.

16.5

Mid crimson. Warm, strawberry fruit on the nose. Very
round but with sufficient freshness. Good balance but
for relatively early drinking.
Drink 2018-2026

Delas, Haute Pierre 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
80% Grenache, 17% Syrah, 3% Mourvèdre. Bottled.

16.5

Dark crimson. Heady, gamey nose. Unexpectedly light
and racy on the palate. Transparent and interesting. But
a bit dry on the end.
Drink 2019-2027

Duseigneur, Catarina 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
50% Grenache, 50% Syrah. 100% destemmed and
vinified in concrete tank. Two-thirds of the blend is
http://www.jancisrobinson.com/articles/rhone-2013-chateauneufdupape
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aged for 12 months in demi-muids (none new).
Very bright crimson. Smells just like candy floss! Some
richness and interest on the palate. Depth and density
but not much juice or charm. Just too austere. 15%
Drink 2019-2026

Dom de Ferrand 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
92% Grenache, 2% Syrah, 31% Mourvèdre, 2% Cinsault,
Counoise, 1% Bourboulenc. Matured in concrete tanks.

16.5

Mid ruby. Some relatively simple strawberry fruit on
the nose. Fairly light and fresh. Châteauneuf Lite? But
certainly not unattractive.
Drink 2018-2025

Ferrando, Colombis 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
60% Grenache, 20% Syrah, 20% Mourvèdre. No
destemming. Matured for 18 months in large wooden
vats. In bottle.

18

Light to mid crimson. Something intriguingly mineral
about this wine – not a frequent Châteauneuf
characteristic! Liquorice and tar and richness. Real lift,
race and freshness but the undertow of ripe Grenache
too. Very successful wine. 16%
Drink 2018-2030

Ch des Fines Roches 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
60% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 15% Mourvèdre, 10%
Cinsault. No destemming. All vinified in stainless steel.
Two-thirds of the blend is aged for 12 months in oak
foudres and the remainder in concrete tanks.

16

Mid crimson. Mild, basic sweet round wine with some
red-cherry flavours. Correct rather than inspiring and
with a rather tart finish. 14%
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Drink 2017-2024

Font de Michelle 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
85% Grenache, 15% Syrah. 100% destemmed, with
racking and returning during fermentation. 30% is
matured in concrete vat, 40% in large wooden casks and
30% in demi-muids (none new). Bottled.

16.5

Crimson. Zesty, juicy, and only a little crude. Rather
dry tannins on the end. Slightly fizzy but fun. 15%
Drink 2017-2024
£195 per case of 12 ib Goedhuis

Dom de Fontavin, Trilogie 2013 Châteauneuf-duPape
65% Grenache, 15% Mourvèdre, 15% Syrah, 5% Cinsault.
30% of the blend is matured in demi-muids, and the
remainder in concrete.

16.5

Mid crimson and a relative lightweight but with
marked acidity and light tannins. Good fresh fruit and
very youthful. Quite racy. Only medium weight but
very refreshing (as opposed to tart). Crisp strawberry
juice. 14%
Drink 2019-2029

Ch Fortia 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
70% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 15% Mourvèdre. All
destemmed, and aged half in concrete and half in
stainless steel.

17.5

Mid purple. Heady and very ripe and attentiongrabbing on the nose. Racy and transparent. Very
much more like a vivacious regular Châteauneuf than
many of these. Not dense but it stands out from the
crowd. Essence of strawberry? 15%
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Drink 2019-2030

Ch de la Gardine 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
60% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre, 10%
Cinsault, 10% Counoise. The grapes are hand-picked
and destemmed, and the assemblage is blended prior to
fermentation. Matured for 10 months, two-thirds in
tank and one-third in barriques (none new). Bottled.

16.5

Dark purple. Some real savour on the nose. Racy and
sinewy. Very dry and appetising. Could do with a bit
more juice and sweet fruit but at least it seems very
straight. 14.5%
Drink 2018-2027

Ch Gigognan 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
70% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 8% Mourvèdre, 5% Cinsault,
2% Muscardin/Counoise. The grapes are destemmed
and vinified separately, with a long maceration,
followed by maturation in concrete vat. Bottled.

17.5

Pale ruby. Some headiness on the nose. Very sweet and
round. Really rather charming even if the tannins are
well hidden. Really positive and confident. Racy.
Relatively delicate but with good persistence. 14.5%
Drink 2018-2028

Giraud 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
75% Grenache, 25% Syrah. Vinified in large wooden
vats and aged in a mixture of barrels and demi-muids.

16

Limpid crimson. The fruit is a bit occluded on the nose.
Then rather simple purple fruits. Very round. Falls
away rather fast.
Drink 2018-2025
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concrete tank.
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17

Purplish crimson. Complex nose with floral top notes
and some spice underneath. Very juicy with purpleberry fruit and lots of charm. Tannins pretty light but a
very attractive whole. 15%
Drink 2019-2029

Jérôme Gradassi 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
Grenache, Syrah, Mourvèdre and Cinsault. Bottled.

15

Mid ruby. Light, juicy, gamey red fruits with a little
astringency on the finish.
Drink 2015-2018

Dom du Grand Tinel 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
80% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre.
Vinification in stainless steel and concrete tanks. Aged
for 12 months, 25% in French oak barriques, 55% in
large foudres and 20% in stainless steel. Bottled.

16

Deep ruby. Warm and spicy on the nose. Then quite
austere on the palate. Strange mixture! Very cool, all in
all. Austere. 15%
Drink 2020-2027

Grand Veneur, Les Origines 2013 Châteauneuf-duPape
50% Grenache, 30% Mourvèdre, 20% Syrah.

16.5

Bright crimson. Very healthy looking. Heady, just this
side of overripe – more like the Châteauneufs of old…
Lots to chew on. But just a little austere.
Drink 2018-2028
£270 per case of 12 ib H2Vin
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16

Dark crimson. Blackish hue. Very rich and round. Just
the right side of soupy. Quite tarry on the end and not
the most obviously fruity but with lots of character.
Drying finish.
Drink 2018-2027
£190 per case of 12 ib H2Vin

Grand Veneur, Vieilles Vignes 2013 Châteauneufdu-Pape
50% Grenache, 30% Mourvèdre, 20% Syrah.

17.5

Pretty luscious and appealing. Lots of ripe fruit,
substance and depth. Very glossy and flattering.
Drink 2018-2030
£460 per case of 12 ib H2Vin

Grandes Serres, La Cour des Papes 2013
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
70% Grenache, 16% Mourvèdre, 8% Syrah, 4%
Cinsault, 2% Clairette. 70% destemmed, and vinified in
concrete tanks prior to 12 months’ maturation in
barrique.

16

Luscious deep purple. Heady, almost gamey nose.
Mourvèdre? Then more acidity than expected but not
excessively so. Then it lacks breadth alas. Sudden finish.
14.5%
Drink 2018-2026

Guigal 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
60% (not 80% as it used to be) Grenache. Élevage in
Ampuis. All bought-in wine, from 43 domaines! They
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taste samples from November to March. (‘Some
properties you have to taste after the winter. In 2013
Grenache was rare and dear. We realised in 2007 that
there was a worry about climate change. We were
shown 16%+ samples so since then we deliberately
reduced the Grenache component.’)
Lots of excitement and complexity on the nose. Very
satisfying and broad. But not hot. ‘We work with very
good domaines.’
Drink 2017-2027

Olivier Hillaire 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
90% Grenache, 10% Syrah. All destemmed. 30-day
maceration with punching down and rack and return.
12 months’ maturation in barrels of 225 and 400 litres.

16.5

Mid ruby. Fresh and sweet/minty/liquorice. Fun and
with raciness albeit with some quite dry tannins too.
More rich and authentic than some. Very sweet overall.
14.5%
Drink 2017-2024

Paul Jaboulet Aîné, Dom de Terre Ferme 2013
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
80% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre. All
destemmed and vinified together. The blend is then
aged for 12 months in French oak vats of 8,000 litres
each. No new oak. Bottled.

17

Notably dark purple. Juicy and fun. Tannins very well
hidden. I’m surprised this is already in bottle as it seems
quite ambitious. Lots of pure fruit flavour here.
Pleasure to the fore! 15%
Drink 2017-2025
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Albin Jacumin 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
75% Grenache, 25% Syrah/Mourvèdre and others. All
destemmed and vinified in temperature-controlled
concrete vats. Half the blend then ages in vat while the
other half goes into a mixture of barriques and demimuids.

Page 27 sur 49

17

Dark crimson. Pretty ripe purple-fruit notes on the
nose. Very sweet and rich. Lots of appeal and raciness.
Energy in buckets. Just cuts off a little suddenly. 14.5%
Drink 2018-2027

Dom de la Janasse 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
65% Grenache, 20% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre, 5%
Cinsault. Destemmed and vinified with pigeage prior to
12 months’ maturation in barrique.

16.5

Light crimson. Intriguing meat-extract nose. Rich and
rosy. Very flattering with sufficient freshness. Not that
intense but well balanced. Fast fade though. 15.5%
Drink 2018-2026

Ch Jas de Bressy 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
50% Grenache, 40% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre. No
destemming. All vinified in stainless steel then matured
for 18 months in demi-muids.

18

Mid purple. Wild, interesting nose. Lots of opulence
but with some discipline too. A really complex wine
that could only have been made in Châteauneuf. Not
for the faint-hearted but very exciting already and with
sufficient tannins for the long term. The finish could be
just a tad more glorious. 14%
Drink 2019-2030

Alain Jaume & Fils 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
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70% Grenache, 20% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre. 30% aged
in barrique, and 70% in concrete.
Opulent nose with a Syrah streak. Ripe tannins. Pretty
tough on the end. Lots there with a certain gloss of
texture. A bit of rusty nails on the end. 15%
Drink 2019-2028

Lafond Roc-Épine 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
70% Grenache, 30% Syrah. All destemmed and
fermented in stainless steel, then matured for 10 months
in new oak barriques.

16

Blackish crimson. A little tired on the nose. Lots of ripe
juicy fruit on the palate. Rather a hole in the middle at
present and just a little simple. 15%
Drink 2017-2025

Lavau 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
70% Grenache (half from vines over 90 years old), 15%
Syrah, 15% Mourvèdre. 100% destemmed, and
fermented for 24 days with regular pumping over and
racking and returning. 40% of the blend ages in 450litre barriques (second and third use) and 60% in
stainless-steel tank.

15.5

Mid ruby. Light on the palate and a bit muted and
simple. Awkward stringy finish. Not trying very hard.
14%
Drink 2016-2021

Lou Fréjau 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
Blend of eight grape varieties from the appellation.
Aged for 12 months in oak foudres.

15.5

Deep purple. Briary nose and marked acidity on the
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palate. Almost Carignan-like! Rather hard finish.
Uncharming. 14%
Drink 2019-2026

Patrice Magni 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
85% Grenache, 15% Syrah. 80% destemmed, and
vinified in concrete tanks. Aged for 18 months, 85% in
concrete and 15% in third- or fourth-use barriques.

16.5

Smudgy crimson. Heady and concentrated. Flashy but
a bit loose and sweet. Not that focused. 15%
Drink 2019-2028

Le Manoir de St-Pierre 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
Grenache, Syrah. 100% destemmed and vinified in
concrete tank. The Syrah is aged for 12 months in
barrique, and the Grenache in concrete tanks.

16

Greyish crimson. Pretty tart. Without enough fruit
concentration in the middle. Ticks a few boxes but is
not special. 14.5%
Drink 2020-2028

Dom de Marcoux 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
80% Grenache, 10% Mourvèdre, 10% Syrah and
Cinsault.

17.5

Dark crimson. Aromatic and focused. Really rather
admirable. Very well balanced. Not forced but
ambitious and youthful. Chalky, lively finish. Well
judged.
Drink 2017-2026
£300 per case of 12 ib H2Vin

Mas de Boislauzon 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
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50% Grenache, 50% Mourvèdre. Aged in a mixture of
concrete tank and oak barriques.
Warm and rich with purple-fruit flavours. Some
transparency and charm though pretty tough on the
end. Medium weight. Fairly sudden finish.
Drink 2018-2028

Julien Masquin, Montplaisir 2013 Châteauneuf-duPape
90% Grenache, 5% Syrah, 5% Mourvèdre.

16

Light crimson. Light fruit and a bit simple. Stolid.
More juice please. 14.5%
Drink 2018-2024

Mathieu 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
45% Grenache, 35% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre, 10%
Cinsault. Traditional vinification with a 25-day
maceration. Matured for a minimum of 12 months in
old oak foudres.

16

Mid ruby. Good freshness and sweetness on the nose.
Fairly soft and easy. No great intensity. 14%
Drink 2017-2024

Ch Maucoil 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
70% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 17% Mourvèdre, 3%
Cinsault. Traditional vinification with regular pumping
over, racking and returning and pigeage. 50% is
matured in third- and fourth-use barriques, and 50% in
stainless steel.

15.5

Mid ruby. Over-sweet and over-oaked. Unappetising.
Shame since the raw ingredients seem to have had real
vitality. Stringy finish. 15%
Drink 2017-2024
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Mayard, Clos du Calvaire 2013 Châteauneuf-duPape
80% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 10% Cinsault. 30% of the
blend spends 14 months in oak foudres, with the
remainder in concrete tanks.
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17

Attractive blend of freshness and fruit. Very lively and
with some richness. Real grip and a little but not too
much warmth on the finish. 14.5%
Drink 2019-2030

Mayard, Dom du Père Pape 2013 Châteauneuf-duPape
50% Grenache, 20% Syrah, 20% Mourvèdre, 10%
Cinsault.

16

Refined nose but not much oomph. Rather loose and
just a tad simple. Chewy end.
Drink 2016-2021
£188 per case of 12 ib H2Vin

Mayard, La Crau de Ma Mère 2013 Châteauneufdu-Pape
80% Grenache, 20% Mourvèdre and Syrah.

16+

Polished, lively crimson. Scented with good definition.
Masses of ripe fruit on the front palate. But not too hot
on the end – in fact very slightly austere on the finish!
Drink 2017-2025
£225 per case of 12 ib H2Vin

Gabriel Meffre, St-Théodoric 2013 Châteauneufdu-Pape
80% Grenache, 20% Mourvèdre. The grapes are
vinified separately, and then aged in a mixture of vats

http://www.jancisrobinson.com/articles/rhone-2013-chateauneufdupape

16

24/11/2014

Rhône 2013 - Châteauneuf-du-Pape | Articles | JancisRobinson.com

Page 32 sur 49

and barrels for 12 months.
Quite wild and very dry, as opposed to sweet. Pretty
uncompromising. Taut and drying tannins on the end.
More juice please.
Drink 2020-2030

Dom La Mereuille 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
60% Grenache, 20% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre, 6%
Cinsault, 4% others. 80% destemmed. Vinified in
concrete vats, then aged in fibreglass vats for six
months.

15.5

Dark crimson. Some greenish notes. Medium weight
and some pretty simple sweet and sour notes. Austere,
uncomfortable finish. 14%
Drink 2018-2024

La Millière 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
60% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre, 10%
Cinsault, 10% Counoise. All destemmed. 25-day
maceration and fermentation with pigeage in concrete
tanks with no temperature control. Maturation in
concrete vat until June then in oak foudres for 12
months.

16

Mid crimson. Aged rim. Some cheesiness on the nose.
Rather simple fruit and a bit brutal to boot. 14%
Drink 2019-2026

Ch Mongin 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
80% Grenache, 20% Syrah. Aged for 12 months in
barrique.

17.5

Dark purplish crimson. Really opulent nose. Then
quite leathery and Syrah-like on the palate. Very wellmanaged tannins. A pretty luxurious impression.
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Excellent balance though very atypical for
Châteauneuf. 14%
Drink 2019-2032

Ch Mont Thabor 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
70% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 15% Mourvèdre. No
destemming. Traditional vinification, with 12 months
in 225-litre barriques.

16

Healthy crimson. Fruit seems a bit tired on this sample.
But there is good freshness on the palate so perhaps it’s
just a sample thing. Pretty austere finish suggests it’s
not one of the most beautifully balanced. Bit of a hole
in the middle. 15.2%
Drink 2018-2025

Ch Mont-Redon 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
60% Grenache, 30% Syrah, 8% Mourvèdre, 2%
Cinsault. 50% aged in barrique for 12 months and 50%
in stainless steel.

16

Dark crimson. Exotic, intense aromas of purple fruits
and warm plums. Then it falls away on the finish
unfortunately. Attractive slight saltiness on the finish.
A curious wine that started so well.
Drink 2018-2028

Dom de la Mordorée, La Reine des Bois 2013
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
90% Grenache, 5% Mourvèdre, 5% Syrah. All
destemmed and fermented in stainless steel. Aged for 12
months, 80% in stainless steel and 20% in old oak
barriques. Bottled.

17.5

Bright crimson. Racy and toasty on the nose with lots
of opulent sweetness. A very nicely balanced wine even
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if a little more ‘crafted’ than some. There is both fruit
and tannin. Long. 15%
Drink 2019-2030

Moulin Tacussel 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
60% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 15% Mourvèdre, 5%
Cinsault, 5% Counoise. 60% of the blend is matured for
12 months in demi-muids, and the other 40% in
concrete tank.

16

Glowing crimson. Quite severe on the nose with
marked acidity and a slight lack of fruit punch on the
mid palate. Pretty dry tannins. Falls away a bit. 14%
Drink 2019-2028

Mouriesse Vinum, Tour d'Ambre 2013
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
100% Grenache. No destemming. 21-day maceration in
concrete vats. Matured for 20 months, with two-thirds
of the blend spending nine months in French oak casks
previously used for two to four vintages.

16

Dark crimson. Heady, very sweet, black cherry aromas
and then some quite austere tannins. Fairly typical of
Châteauneuf 2013! 15%
Drink 2018-2024

Dom de Nalys 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
40% Grenache, 35% Mourvèdre, 25% Syrah. Matured in
a mixture of stainless-steel and concrete tanks, large
wooden vats and oak foudres. Bottled.

15.5

Mid crimson. Medium richness and sweetness. Rather
austere leathery tannins on the finish. Hard work and a
bit thin. 14.5%
Drink 2017-2024
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Ch La Nerthe 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
80% Grenache. All destemmed and fermented in
stainless steel. Aged for 12 months, 53% in barrel, 47% in
large oak foudres.
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16

Mid crimson. Pale rim. A bit run-of-the-mill sweet red
wine rather than beautiful Châteauneuf. Sickly,
awkward finish. 14%
Drink 2019-2027

Ogier Caves des Papes, Clos de l'Oratoire des Papes
2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
Total destemming. Cold pre-fermentation maceration
for selected varieties, and temperature-controlled
fermentation with racking and returning, pigeage and
light pumping over. Matured for 12 months in oak
foudres.

16.5

Crimson. Interesting nose with some layers. Very rich,
sweet start and then some toast and minerality. Racy
and juicy. More confident than most. 14.5%
Drink 2019-2028

Ogier Caves des Papes, Héritages 2013
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
100% Grenache. Partial destemming depending on the
vintage, leaving a maximum of 15% of the grapes on the
stems. Matured for 12 months in oak foudres of
between 1 and 40 years old, with a capacity of 60-80 hl.

16

Mid ruby. The merest hint of rhubarb on the nose.
Very sweet and a little skinny. Not a bad wine but a
very long way from opulent. 15%
Drink 2016-2023

17-
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Ogier Caves des Papes, Cuvée de l’Hospice 2013
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
30% Grenache, 30% Syrah, 30% Mourvèdre, 10%
Clairette Rose. Traditional vinification with a long
maceration, regular pigeage and racking and returning,
and controlled temperatures. Aged for 12 months in oak
foudres. Bottled.
Paler and redder than most. Unforced sweet fruit on
the nose. Relatively simple but with real life and
vivacity. Very healthy and honest. Juicy. Easy to
overlook but with good persistence. 13.5%
Drink 2016-2025

L'Or de Line 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
100% Mourvèdre. All destemmed, and matured for 12
months in vat. Bottled.

17

Dark ruby. Very ripe Mourvèdre leathery gaminess on
the nose. Lots of fun and saltiness. Very unlike most
Châteauneufs but it’s a nice wine. Very juicy and
polished. Sinewy. 14%
Drink 2017-2027

Dom de Panisse, Confidence Vigneronne 2013
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
All the grapes are destemmed prior to fermentation in
concrete tanks, and the wine is matured half in
barriques and half in tank.

16

Deep crimson. Light nose and some very savoury,
almost salty fruit on the palate. Juicy and almost
imperceptible tannins. Bit of a fast fade. 14.06%
Drink 2016-2021

16.5
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Dom du Pegau, Cuvée Réservée 2013 Châteauneufdu-Pape
90% Grenache (65 years old), 10% Mourvèdre (50
years). No destemming. Fermentation in concrete vats,
and 24 months’ maturation in old oak foudres.
Healthy blackish crimson. Big, brutal, savoury nose.
Lots of fizz on the palate. But, surprisingly, not that
much tannin! Juicy but as though it were dominated by
slightly overblown Mourvèdre. Dramatic but it needs
to build up a bit more fruit in the middle. 14%
Drink 2019-2028

Roger Perrin 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
70% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 8% Mourvèdre, 4% Cinsault,
3% Clairette/Counoise/Vaccarèse. Aged for 12 to 15
months in a mixture of oak foudres (30-40%), barriques
(15-20%) and stainless steel.

17

Deep crimson. Rich fruit – though this sample may not
be the freshest. Lots of interest and structure here.
Promising for a long life. 14.5%
Drink 2020-2033

Dom de Pignan 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
80% Grenache, 10% Mourvèdre, 10% Syrah. Bottled.

16

Mid crimson. This may be in bottle but the fruit smells
a little tired to me. Stewed blackberries. Maybe this is a
Mourvèdre effect? Then a little tart on the end. It just
seems to lack a little natural freshness but is a bit sweet
and sour instead. Clumsy finish.
Drink 2017-2023

Dom Porte Rouge 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
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70% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 15% Mourvèdre. 100%
destemmed. Matured for around 15 months in 225 and
400-litre barrels.
Dark crimson. Broad, ripe and winning with some
Mourvèdre and Syrah evident. Lots of seductive fruit
and good balance. Very luxurious. Polished but not
overworked. 14.5%
Drink 2018-2030

Cellier des Princes, Dom Le Mourre 2013
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
100% Grenache. 100% destemmed and fermented in
stainless steel with a 28-day maceration. Aged for 12
months in concrete tanks.

16

Mid crimson. Rich, juicy and well mannered even if not
exactly a standout. Slightly but not excessively drying
finish. More juice please! 14.5%
Drink 2017-2024

Cellier des Princes 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
75% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre. 100%
destemmed and fermented in stainless steel with a long
28-day maceration. Aged for 12 months in concrete
tanks.

16

Light ruby. Rich and sweet. Lots of pure Grenache here
without that much structure. Lots of strawberry fruit.
Tough and dry tannins on the end. Falls away a bit after
a lovely start. 14.5%
Drink 2018-2024

Cellier des Princes, Dom de la Pierre 2013
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
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65% Grenache, 25% Syrah, 6% Mourvèdre, 4%
Cinsault. 100% destemmed and fermented in stainless
steel with a 28-day maceration. Aged for 12 months in
concrete tanks.
Mid crimson. Some focus and meatiness on the nose.
Rich start and good follow-through even if there is a
little hint of green on the end. 14%
Drink 2018-2024

Cellier des Princes, Dom Les Escondudes 2013
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
80% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 5% Mourvèdre. 100%
destemmed and fermented in stainless steel with a 28day maceration. Aged for 12 months in concrete tanks.

16

Mid to light ruby. Very juicy start and then a bit inky.
Papery tannins. Austerity on the finish. Pretty hard.
Though there is some energy and fruit here. 14%
Drink 2018-2024

Dom de la Présidente, Grands Classiques 2013
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
60% Grenache, 35% Syrah, 5% Mourvèdre. Grapes are
destemmed and fermented in stainless steel, then the
blend spends eight months in 100% new oak.

16

Slight industrial note and then soft racy fruit. Sweetish
red wine saved by enough acidity. Easy drinking. 14%
Drink 2016-2022

Dom du Père Caboche 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
90% Grenache, 5% Syrah, 5% Mourvèdre. 100%
destemmed and vinified in stainless steel. Matured for
12 months, 50% in foudres and 50% in concrete.
Bottled.
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Mid to pale crimson. A bit grey. Ripe to overripe nose.
Lack of freshness. Awkward sweet-and-sour wine.
Green finish. 15%
Drink 2018-2024

Dom des Relagnes, Pierre Troupel 2013
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
90% Grenache, 8% Syrah, 2% Mourvèdre. Matured in
stainless-steel tanks for 12 months. Bottled.

15.5

Pale crimson. Rather industrial notes on the nose. Very
juicy and racy. Round positive fruit without much
tannin. A tad austere on the end. 14.5%
Drink 2015-2019

Dom de Reveirolles 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
70% Grenache, 30% others. All destemmed and
fermented in concrete tank. 50% of the blend is aged in
foudres, 20% in barriques and 30% in concrete.

17

Light crimson. A little reduced. Very juicy and fruity.
Sweet and chewy. Still a way to go with a hint of
cordite. Really interesting savoury, layered wine. Sweet
fruit notes dominate. 14.8%
Drink 2019-2030

La Compagnie Rhodanienne, Les Granges des
Papes 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
80% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 5% Mourvèdre, 5% others.
Traditional vinification and maturation, with a long
maceration. Bottled.

17

Dark, healthy crimson. Real savour to this wine. Great
balance and opulence – just the right side of overripe.
Very smart and sleek. Rich yet racy. The tannins are
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almost hidden and this may be best drunk reasonably
young.
Drink 2018-2026

Dom de la Roncière 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
Grenache, Syrah, Mourvèdre. Traditional vinification
followed by 12 months’ maturation in vat.

15.5

Dark purplish crimson. Rather overripe notes. Very
sweet palate entry. And then a bit of green tannin on
the end. Not a comfortable whole! But it seems very
polished… 14.5%
Drink 2017-2025

Dom La Roquète, Piedlong 2013 Châteauneuf-duPape
85% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 5% Mourvèdre. Partial
destemming, and fermentation in concrete and wooden
vats. Aged for 10 months in vat and a further 10 months
in 50-hl foudres.

15

Smudgy mid crimson. Not much nose. Very light and
inconsequential. Blink and you miss it.
Drink 2016-2020

Ch de Ruth, Grande Sélection 2013 Châteauneufdu-Pape

15.5

90% Grenache, 10% others. Mid crimson. Vegy and
slightly odd oak notes. Soapy. Not very vinous and with
marked acidity. Definitely a bit mean.
Drink 2017-2024

Roger Sabon, Les Olivets 2013 Châteauneuf-duPape
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80% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre. Aged for 18
months in oak foudres.
Greyish crimson. Light nose and then sweet fruit. Light
tannins and fairly racy. Almost more like a good Côtes
du Rhône-Villages than a Châteauneuf? 15%
Drink 2018-2024

Santa Duc, Habemus Papam 2013 Châteauneufdu-Pape
80% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre.

16.5

Dark crimson. Pale rim. Quite interesting ripe, complex
aromas. Racy, lively, medium-intensity correct flavours.
Very juicy. But pretty austere on the end. Fades fast.
Drink 2017-2025

Dom des Saumades 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
65% Grenache, 20% Mourvèdre, 10% Cinsault, 5%
Syrah. 100% destemmed. Matured for 12 months in
300-litre oak barrels.

15.5

Mid crimson. Tired, overripe fruit. Very sweet palate
entry and then light and green. Not really balanced.
Simple glucose impressions.
Drink 2018-2025

Les Semelles de Vent 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
80% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre. 100%
destemmed. Fermented in concrete vats for 15 days,
prior to ageing in old barriques for 14 months.

15.5

Domaine previously known as Montagne Vieille. Dark
purple. Heady sweet and sour impressions. Hard work
on the end. Hollow. Astringent. 14%
Drink 2016-2022
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Serguier 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
75% Grenache, 25% Syrah/Mourvèdre and others. 90%
destemmed. Vinification in concrete tanks. Aged for 12
months, 90% in barriques and foudres, 10% in tank.
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16

Dark crimson. Meat and two veg on the nose. But a bit
mild in terms of impact on the palate; just a tad watery.
Dry finish. Medium for 2013 in most respects. 14.5%
Drink 2017-2025

Ch Simian, Le Traversier 2013 Châteauneuf-duPape
70% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre, 10%
Cinsault. Aged for 18 months in concrete tanks.

15.5

Mid to light crimson. Slightly industrial notes on the
nose. Very gassy. Light and fruity. Not really trying very
hard. 15%
Drink 2017-2024

Ch Sixtine 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
60% Grenache, 30% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre. 100%
destemmed. Fermented in stainless steel at controlled
temperatures of 25-28 °C. Malolactic fermentation in
concrete vat. Aged for 12 months, 65% in concrete and
the remaining 35% in large barrels and demi-muids (of
which 20% are new).

17.5

Blackish crimson. Real freshness and a bit of Syrah on
the nose. Sweet and heady – a bit of black cherry but
real opulence too. Dry finish. But great energy. 15.5%
Drink 2017-2026

Dom de la Solitude 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
65% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 15% Mourvèdre, 5% Cinsault,
5% Terret Noir. 30% is aged in a mixture of barriques
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(new and one year old) and demi-muids for 12 months,
and the other 70% in concrete and stainless steel.
Deep crimson. Much riper nose than most. Rich and
sweet. Pretty complete. Not earthy and more on the
black cherry side but this wine gives lots of pleasure.
Medium persistence.
Drink 2017-2027

Ch St-Jean 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
80% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 5% Mourvèdre. Aged for 24
months in concrete tanks.

16.5

Mid crimson. Fresh, vibrant redcurrant nose. Good
balance of ripeness and freshness. Not the most
concentrated but very charming. Just not very intense
or long.
Drink 2019-2027

Caves St-Pierre, Préference 2013 Châteauneuf-duPape
Grenache, Cinsault, Mourvèdre, Syrah, Carignan. Total
destemming. 20-day maceration at 24 °C. Maturation of
15% of the blend takes place in 225-litre barrels, of which
3% are new oak.

16.5

Mid purple. Fresh nose and creamy fruit. Cool and very
refreshing. Seems reasonably natural. For those who
find usual Châteauneuf too much? 14%
Drink 2018-2026

St-Préfert 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
85% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 5% Mourvèdre. No
destemming. Aged for 15 months in concrete vats.

17

Bright crimson. Heady rich sinewy stuff. Great vivacity.
Clean and racy even if not that opulent. 15%
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Drink 2019-2026

Dom de St-Siffrein 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
60% Grenache, 17% Syrah, 18% Mourvèdre, 5%
Cinsault. 65% of the blend is aged for 12 months in oak
foudres, and 35% in stainless steel.

16

Light but ripe nose. Very tight and curiously
ungenerous – almost as though there were no Grenache
in here at all. But what there is is well balanced and
concentrated – just not very like Châteauneuf. Tough
finish. 14%
Drink 2020-2030

Bertrand Stehelin 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
70% Grenache, 17% Mourvèdre, 10% Cinsault, 2%
Counoise, 1% Vaccarèse. Matured for 24 months in
stainless-steel tanks. Bottled.

15.5

Dark ruby. Easy and very sweet. Purple-fruit flavours
and then very drying tannins on the palate.
Uncomfortable balance.
Drink 2019-2025

Dom des Sénéchaux 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
50% Grenache, 28% Syrah, 20% Mourvèdre, 2% others.
35% of the blend is aged for 12 months in barrique, 50%
in foudres and 15% in concrete tanks.

16

Dark crimson. Very sweet, almost overripe notes. More
than a hint of oak on the nose. Rich strawberry fruit. A
bit of heat on the finish – unusual in 2013. Seems as
though it has been fashioned to impress. 15%
Drink 2018-2030

17
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Tardieu Laurent, Vieilles Vignes 2013
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
80% Grenache Noir (over 80 years old), 10% Syrah
(over 40 years old), 5% Cinsault (from parcels at the top
of La Crau, Les Gardioles, Gabrière, on sand and galets
roulés), 5% Mourvèdre (40 years old).
Mid crimson. Very rich and sweet on the nose. Much
less savoury and introvert than the Gigondas. All glory
and hedonism with a hint of roast game. Not quite as
rich and persistent as I hoped on the palate. A little less
energetic than the Gigondas. But no shortage of fine
tannin on the end.
Drink 2017-2025
£295 per case of 12 ib Corney & Barrow

Tour St-Michel, Cuvée des Deux Soeurs 2013
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
70% Grenache, 18% Syrah, 12% Mourvèdre.
Destemmed and vinified in stainless steel. 10% is
matured in barrique, and 90% in concrete.

17

Deep purple. Savoury Syrah note on the nose. Pretty
full blown and very round. Almost over the top but not
quite. Surprisingly soft. Very appetising overall though.
Should get there eventually. 14.5%
Drink 2018-2028

Tourbillon, Vieilles Vignes 2013 Châteauneuf-duPape
100% Grenache. All destemmed. 18 months’
maturation, 70% in concrete vat and 30% in third-fill
French oak barrels.

16

Mid ruby. Sweet and bold. Fresh and a bit mineral. Not
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your usual Châteauneuf. Quite appetising really. But
an odd metallic note on the end. 14%
Drink 2019-2024

Pierre Usseglio 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
80% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 5% Mourvèdre, 5% Cinsault.
70% destemmed. Fermented in concrete vats. All aged
for 12 months in foudres, then in a mixture of demimuids and barriques of one to five years old.

16.5

Mid to dark purple. A vegy edge to this. Mouthfilling.
Smooth fruit – very ‘worked’ but also easy to like. The
opposite of earthy but some people will enjoy that.
Purple-fruit flavours. 15%
Drink 2017-2027

Raymond Usseglio 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
80% Grenache, 5% Syrah, 5% Mourvèdre, 5% Cinsault,
5% others. 50% destemmed, fermented in concrete
tanks and matured 10% in barrel and 90% in tank.

17

Lustrous crimson. Firm and fragrant. Lots of juice and
sweetness. Raspberry essence with fine tannins. Very
ambitious. One of the more youthful examples. But it
falls away a little suddenly. 14.8%
Drink 2020-2030

Ch de Vaudieu (Bréchet) 2013 Châteauneuf-duPape
100% Grenache. 100% destemmed.

15.5

Blackish crimson. Open and treacly nose and then too
sweet for comfort – positively sickly – and drying
tannins. 15%
Drink 2017-2023
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Pierre Vidal 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
80% Grenache, 6% Mourvèdre and 11 others.
Fermentation in concrete vats with a maceration of
more than 28 days. Matured for 18 months in third- or
fourth- use French oak barrels of 228 litres.
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16

Mid purplish crimson. Heady, almost gamey nose.
Quite carbonic and with a slight hole on the mid palate.
Fades pretty fast on the end. But there are no massive
faults – just a bit meagre. 14.7%
Drink 2019-2026

Vidal Fleury 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
85% Grenache, 10% Mourvèdre, 5% Syrah. Long and
traditional maceration of 14 to 20 days at a controlled
temperature of 30 °C. Fermentation with indigenous
yeasts. 100% undergoes malolactic fermentation. Aged
on lees in large foudres for 12 months. Natural
clarification and stabilisation by settling and one
filtration (Cross Flow). No fining.

15.5

Dark ruby. Something a bit goaty/cheesy on the nose.
A bit too rustic. Awkwardly chunky on the finish.
14.5%
Drink 2018-2026

Le Vieux Donjon 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape
65% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 15% Mourvèdre, 5% Cinsault.
50% destemmed and all fermented in concrete vats.
Matured for 15 months in oak foudres.

18

Very dark, savoury, racy stuff with real excitement. The
non-Grenache ingredients seem to knit it all together.
Sinewy and complete. Polish. Long and very satisfying.
14.5%

http://www.jancisrobinson.com/articles/rhone-2013-chateauneufdupape

24/11/2014

Rhône 2013 - Châteauneuf-du-Pape | Articles | JancisRobinson.com

Page 49 sur 49

Drink 2016-2026
£228 per 12 bottles ib Yapp Bros

Dom du Vieux Télégraphe, La Crau 2013
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
80% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 5% Mourvèdre, 5% Cinsault.
Partial destemming, and fermentation in stainless steel
and wooden vats. Aged for 10 months in vat and 12
months in 50-hl foudres.

16.5

Muddy ruby colour. Sweet start and lots of strawberry
fruit. Hint of treacle. Nice fresh, relatively simple wine.
The sweetness is certainly beguiling. Not much on the
end though.
Drink 2016-2024
£180 per case of 6 ib Goedhuis

Dom de Villeneuve, Les Vieilles Vignes 2013
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
70% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 15% Mourvèdre. 80%
destemmed, all fermented in concrete vats. Matured for
20 to 24 months in concrete vat.

17

Light purple. Rich and ripe – purple, exotically floral
fruits and impressively juicy. Quite a bit of acidity and
some fresh tannins but an attractive package. Just a little
dry on the end. 14.5%
Drink 2019-2027
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